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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR XF OGEN 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

REF: STATE 203889 

1. MCCLOSKEY STATEMENT REGARDING AIRLIFT TO ISRAEL PLUS 
REPORT FROM AZORES THAT US PLANES TRANSITING AT RATE ONE 
EVERY FIFTEEN MINUTES, PLUS PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT TO VIETNAM 
VETERANS WIDELY COVERED IN WIRE-SERVICE REPORTS HERE. 

AIRLIFT REPORTED ON 6:00 P.M. NEWS. OTHER ITEMS CERTAIN 
RECEIVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE LATER THIS EVENING. TOMORROW 
MORNING S PRESS HEADLINES WILL PROBABLY TAKE OFF FROM LOCAL 
WIRE SERVICE REPORT WHICH STARTS: NIXON THREATENS TO 
INTERVENE IF ISRAEL IS IN DANGER. 

2. JUST PRIOR RECEIVING REFTEL I HAD MADE APPOINTMENT 
WITH MAHJOUBI AT FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR 2000, BECAUSE 
FLOOD OF WIRE SERVICE REPORTS AND LAC OF WORD FROM 
DEPARTMENT CONVINCED ME REFTEL MUST BE HELD UP AS RESULT 
ELECTRONIC CONSTIPATION. HAD PLANNED GIVE MAHJOUBI PIECE 
OF PAPER OUTLINING REASONS FOR OUR ACTIONS AS TRANSMITTED 
IN STATE 203685. HOPE HAVE INSTRUCTIONS BY THEN. 
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